The influence of Culture
Imagine that you are alone with a person that you love and who loves you. You are holding his or her face in your hands as you look into his eyes. You move your lips toward your partner’s and the two of you share a kiss.

You probably think of kissing as natural. To a sociologist, kissing and many other common behaviors are cultural rather than natural. We are not born with the knowledge of how to kiss and what it means to kiss. Instead, we learn this as a part of our culture.              
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                                 Find some ways of kissing in different cultures        
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A US airman and a Māori warrior exchange a hongi during a pōwhiri ceremony.

Hongi, is a social gesture which encourages the exchanging of one’s ha (breath of life) with another. This is a practice common to a few other cultures, such as the Inuit, who it turns out were not merely rubbing noses but also smelling each other’s cheeks.
